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Hello Mike and Diane 



We released this statement last night. From now on I will forward whatever we send out. 



Thanks, 



Renate 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 




CO 



Prime Minister of Kurdistan Region of Iraq Concludes Visit to UAE 

Officials Discussed Future Trade Conference and Establishing a UAE Consulate in Erbil 



DUBAI, UAE, 16 February 2010 - Prime Minister Dr. Barham Salih has completed a four-day visit 
to the United Arab Emirates, where he met Sheikh Mohammed bra Rashid AJ. Maktoum, Vice- 
President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates. He also met several, ministers and senior 
officials to discuss trade and political relations. 

Dr Salih' s visit builds on the KRG's exchanges and visits over the past few years, including 
meetings with the leaders of Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Sharjah. Dr. Salih and Sheikh Maktoum. 
discussed ways to promote bilateral ties between the Kurdistan. Region and the UAE. Sheikh 
Maktoum commended the Kurdistan Region for its role in helping to improve relations between the 
UAE and Iraq, Mr. Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair, Speaker of the UAE's Federal National Council, was 
also at the meeting. 

Dr. Salih asked die UAE's leadership to strengthen economic cooperation with, the Kurdistan 
Region., and support efforts by Kurdistani companies to stimulate trade. He added that the UAE's 
experience m management and career development could be of particular value to the KRG and 
expressed his wish for UAE assistance in development and administrative reform. 

Prime Minister Salih, accompanied by a KRG delegation, also met the UAE's Finance Minister, 
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Foreign, .Minister, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Commander of the armed forces, the 
Ruler of Sharjah, and other senior UAE officials. Dr. Salih was accompanied by KRG Interior 
Minister Karim. Sinjari, Chairman of the Investment Board Herish Muharram, and. several 
businessmen from the Kurdistan Region. 

The delegation visited the headquarters of the Emirates National Oil Company (ENOC), where Chief 
Executive Mr. Saeed Abdullah Khoury briefed Dr. Salih and the delegation about ENOC's structure 
and services. 

The KRG Prime Minister was also received by Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the 
Minister of Finance, to discuss trade prom otion and economic cooperation. The KRG already has 
good trade ties with the UAE, which it hopes to strengthen further with this visit. In 2007, several 
KRG ministers participated in the Kurdistan of Iraq - UAE Business Exchange Conference in 
Dubai, which attracted delegates from over 600 companies. 

Prime Minister Salih. and Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE's Foreign Minister, 
discussed mechanisms for creating a suitable environment for investment and capital flows. Sheikh 
Al Nahyan informed, Dr. Salih of the UAE's plan to send a delegation of high-ranking officials and 
businessmen to the Kurdistan. Region, building on the strong relationship that has already developed 
between the Region and the UAE. 

The delegation met General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE armed forces. The two -sides discussed how to 
strengthen relations between the UAE and Iraq, including the Kurdistan Region, in. the fields of 
politics., economics, and education - particularly in relation to university and graduate studies. They 
discussed the possibility of convening another conference on trade and investment. 

The KRG delegation met Sheikh Dr Sultan, bin Mohammed al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member 
and Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Sultan bin Mohammed Bin Sultan al Qasimi, Crown Prince and 
Deputy Ruler of Sharjah, and Mr. Abdullah Ibrahim Al Shehhi Azwai, Ambassador to the Republic 
of Iraq. Mr. Hussein Sadeq, Iraq's Consul General in Dubai, accompanied the delegation.. 



Contact: Renate Geerlings 
rgeerlings@qorvis.com 
202 255 2744 



This has been distributed by Qorvis Communications, LLC on behalf of the Kurdistan Regional Government. More 
information is available at the US Department of Justice, Washington, DC, 
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PRESS RELEASE: Kurdistan Region of Iraq Applauds 

House Resolution Calling for Protection of Religious 
Minorities 
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To: us@krg.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 



Kurdistan Region of Iraq Applauds House Resolution Calling for fjj 
Protection of Religious Minorities ro 

cn 

Legislation Reinforces Need for the Implementation of Iraqi Constitution Article~o 

140 ^ 

CO 
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WASHINGTON, 24 February 2010 - The Representative of the Kurdistan 
Regional Government of Iraq (KRG) to the United States today expressed 
support for the passage of H, Res, 944 . a resolution introduced by Rep. Gary 
C, Peters (D-MI) calling for steps to be taken to protect religious minorities in 
Iraq, The Kurdistan Region is home to a diverse collection of ethnic and 
religious groups— including Chaldeans, Syriacs, Assyrians, and other 
Christians, Sabean Mandeans, and Yazidis, Turkomans and Arabs. Consistent 
with requests made by the resolution, the KRG has made repeated calls for full 
adherence to the federal constitution, which has provisions designed to protect 
these groups. 



o 



CO 



"The resolution introduced by Congressman Peters reinforces the need for 
swift implementation of Article 140 of Iraq's federal constitution, which will put 
to rest conflicts over Iraq's disputed territories— issues that have indirectly led 
to the neglect, and at times, oppression of religious minorities in these areas," 
said Qubad Talabani, the Kurdistan Regional Government's representative in 



The disputed territory issue, if left unresolved, has the potential to contribute to 
the degeneration of the situation in Iraq. As stated in the House resolution 
these minority groups "...are caught in the middle of this struggle for control 
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and have been targeted for abuses and discrimination as a result." Article 140 
of the federal constitution was written and approved to solve this situation, as 
it calls for a referendum by the people within the disputed territories to 
determine their own destinies. Since the approval of the federal constitution, 
the KRG has worked to implement Article 140. 



In his official floor statement during debate on the resolution today, 
Congressman Gary C. Peters said: "This resolution calls upon the combined 
efforts of the United States Government and United Nations to ask the Iraqi 
Government to protect religious minorities by encouraging free and fair 
elections, training Iraqi security forces and providing safe places to worship. 1 ' 



### 



Contact: 

Tom Squitiert, KRG US liaison office 
Phone: +1-202-257-7984 
Email: tom.souitieri@krq.ora 

The Kurdistan Regional Government Liaison Office - U.S.A. is registered as 
an agent of the Kurdistan Regional Government under 22 U.S.C, §611 et seq 
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REPRESENTATION IN THE U.S. 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq Applauds House Resolution Calling for Protection of Religious 

Minorities 

Legislation Reinforces Need for the Implementation of Iraqi Constitution Article 140 

WASHINGTON, 24 February 2010 - The Representative of the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq (KRG) 
to the United States today expressed support for the passage of H, Res. 944 , a resolution introduced by Rep, Gary 
C. Peters (D-MI) calling for steps to be taken to protect religious minorities in Iraq. The Kurdistan Region is 
home to a diverse collection of ethnic and religious groups— including Chaldeans, Syriacs, Assyrians, and other 
Christians, Sabean Maudeans, and Yazidis, Turkomans and Arabs. Consistent with requests made by the 
resolution, the KRG has made repeated calls for full adherence to the federal constitution, which has provisions 
designed to protect these groups. 

"The resolution introduced by Congressman Peters reinforces the need for swift implementation of Article 140 of 
Iraq's federal constitution, which will put to rest conflicts over Iraq's disputed territories — issues that have 
indirectly led to the neglect, and at times, oppression of religious minorities in these areas," said Qubad Talabani, 
the Kurdistan Regional. Government' s representative in the U.S. 

The disputed territory issue, if left unresolved, has the potential to contribute to the degeneration of the situation 
in. Iraq. As stated in the House resolution, these minority groups ". . .are caught in the middle of this struggle for 
control and have been targeted for abuses and discrimination as a result" Article 1 40 of the federal constitution 
was written and approved to solve this situation, as it calls for a referendum by the people within the disputed 
territories to determine their own destinies. Since the approval of the federal constitution, the KRG has worked to 
implement Article 140. 

In his official floor statement during debate on the resolution today, Congressman Gary C. Peters said: "This 
resolution calls upon the combined efforts of the United States Government and United Nations to ask the Iraqi 
Government to protect religious minorities by encouraging free and fair elections, training Iraqi security forces 
and providing safe places to worship." 2£ 
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Contact: ~^ 
Tom Squitieri, KRG US liaison office =s 
Phone: +1-202-2S7-7984 co 
Email: tora.squit}eri @ krg.org ^ 
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The Kurdistan Regional Government Liaison Office - U.S.A. is registered a.t an agent of the Kurdistan Regional 

Government under 22 U.S.C. § 611 et seq 
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